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Good morning. I’m here today on behalf of my family, especially my two granddaughters 
and great-granddaughters. I’m here today because if the regional plan isn’t good, if the 
assumptions are too narrow, if we take the chance that our belief that we’re always right 
is correct, and we’re not right, the children will suffer.  
 
I want to thank the DVRPC for the opportunity to speak this morning and for the 
opportunity to serve on the Regional Citizens Council for over four years. I want to 
express my thanks for being given a peak inside the regional planning process.  
 
There was no orientation when I signed up in early 2008 and I took my cues from long-
term members like Ernest & Elaine Cohen, AJ Creshkof, and Dennis Winters.  
 
For years, A.J., a master planner himself, complained that there was a lack of quality 
assurance at the DVRPC. At the time I didn’t understand what he was talking about but 
eventually came to appreciate what his observation. We approve millions of dollars in 
spending without looking back on the effectiveness of programs we authorize.  
 
One of the great attractions for me was a report by Kevin Adams titled: A Post-Global 
Economic Development Strategy. The report focused on the challenges and 
opportunities presented by a condition known as “peak oil”. As a member of the Post 
Carbon Institute and the Association for the Study of Peak Oil and Gas, I am acutely 
aware of how energy, the environment, and the economy act together as a perfect storm 
of effects that is predicted to wreak havoc on the unprepared.  
 
Although Daniel Lerch from the Post Carbon Institute made a presentation on Post 
Carbon Cities to the DVRPC I kept expecting to see evidence that both reports were 
being acted upon.  
 
When I inquired about how projects originated and decisions were made at DVRPC I 
was told that the marching orders came from the County Planning Commissions. When I 
began attending the Bucks County Planning Commission I learned that they respond to 
the municipalities requests and desires. As a long term member of the Warminster 
Township Environmental Advisory Council I saw the real problem. The least qualified 
entities were setting the tone and the tempo for all that was done. Planning ability at the 
local level was the weak link and there was a dearth of leadership at the county and 
regional level. 
 
Yet I was encouraged by the DVRPC’s invitation to the RCC last year to submit 
suggestions for work programs. One of my pet projects made the top of the list: adjusting 
the Long Range Plan process, Connections 2030, to reflect the uncertainties posed by 
peak oil, the environment (especially sea level rise, a topic of special study on my part), 
and the economy.  
 
This was an opportunity to lend my special expertise to that of other RCC members and 
correct a long-standing issue that we noticed standing in the way of more accurate 
planning. Up to then, the RCC basically acted as a rubber stamp for proposals, although 



we frequently complained about the scant attention paid to bike paths, environmental 
impact statements, sidewalks, and a transit rail system that the Bulgarians would be 
ashamed of.  
 
I had noticed that over the years of my attendance at RCC meetings that the level of 
expertise and capability of members was increasing exponentially. A number of us threw 
ourselves at the new opportunity and began working on that project and others.  
 
As I began to do my research I noticed several recurrent issues and themes. Air quality 
in this region has remained poor since the formation of the DVRPC. We’ve only 
managed to get to the 1977 attainment goals. This region, like much of Pennsylvania 
has very high CO2 emissions (the third highest in the nation), and is a chronic non-
attainment area. In fact since I moved back to the Delaware Valley I contracted asthma 
and I haven’t smoked in over a quarter century.  
 
We have some of the worst roads in the nation, a fact I can attest to as a former over-
the-road truck driver. Our bridges are scandalously maintained, many are unsafe at any 
weight or speed, and we set records for the number of bridges in poor condition.  
 
We are pretty good at spending money for building roads but we never seem to plan for 
maintaining them. The recent fix-it-first policy seems to be a joke. And, as said before, 
according to experts outside this region we have a rail transit system that the Bulgarians 
would be ashamed of. I have publicly and privately criticized the sixty/forty split of federal 
dollars that favors roads. Although Mr. Seymour has asserted that isn’t true, I have yet to 
see evidence that his assertion is correct. And given the condition of our rail system, the 
split should be more like 80/20 favoring rails.  
 
When gasoline prices rise back to $4/gallon, as predicted for this summer, we again will 
not have the capacity to accommodate the riders, as happened in the summer of 2008. 
And according to the planners at the Department of Defense, we could have a ten million 
gallon a day shortfall in liquid petroleum by 2015. We could have shortages like occurred 
in the 1970’s but this time, because there will soon be no spare oil capacity. This could 
happen this year.  
 
This region needs an energy descent action plan (EDAP) and to begin thinking seriously 
about all this. And, we need action before it’s too late.  
 
As the RCC capabilities increased, we became more bold in sharing our viewpoints and 
our insights and ideas. We began to be seen here as heretics. Members that were most 
outspoken were attacked by leadership here. It became obvious that although our 
opinions were sought, the DVRPC didn’t seem to like the message.  
 
My observations were in keeping with those of R. Buckminster Fuller, the 20th century 
genius who, when he lived in Philadelphia and worked at the Franklin Institute said, 
“We’re going into the future at the speed of light with our eyes fixed on the rear-view 
mirror.” He said that over a half century ago and it is still true today.  
 
Chris Martenson, one of the senior fellows at the Post Carbon Institute, crafted the 
mantra for PCI and the Association for the Study of Peak Oil and Gas. He said, “If you 
think the next twenty years are going to be anything like the last you better think again.” 
We’re entering one of the most extraordinary moments in human history. We’re at the 



end of the age of cheap oil, the environment is literally melting down as we watch, and 
as a result of the early effects, the global economy is unraveling by the week. Yet the 
DVRPC is planning like it’s just another day in the life, like business as usual is an 
appropriate response.  
 
This region is a decade behind the west coast and two decades behind Western Europe 
where the MINIMUM building standard is net zero. We’re still above that by a factor of 
ten. I’m proud of our Metropolitan Caucus which actually gets it. Their EnergyWorks 
program is an excellent response to the situation. But in the first year of that thee year 
program, only 52 homes out of 170,000 in Bucks County have enrolled. As good as the 
program is it fails senior citizens like me, and others on fixed incomes. And it isn’t 
reaching those who need it.  
 
According to the Rocky Mountain Institute, the ACEEE, and other expert organizations, 
somewhere between fifty and ninety percent of the energy used, and the dollars that we 
pay for it, is wasted. EnergyWorks could begin reversing that trend. And in the waste of 
energy are the dollars needed to correct that problem. Annual energy cost in America 
exceed $1.233 trillion. There’s the money to fix our energy problem, our GHG emissions 
problem, and our economy. And it will take many thousands of new local workers to get 
it done. 
 
The RCC became action oriented last year because although study is necessary we 
need action. The citizens in this MPO region deserve and need action. And we need 
results. We’ve ignored inconvenient truths and frightening trends for far too long. 
According to NASA Goddard’s chief scientist, James Hansen, we’ve waited too long for 
action and now some catastrophic consequences are inevitable.  
 
This isn’t good news for my children, my grandchildren, and great granddaughters. They 
don’t deserve to be treated this way and I’m here today to speak for them. We’re stealing 
from their future and that is wrong. That is ignorant. That is immoral. It is the ultimate 
“tragedy of the commons”. 
 
We don’t need a new RCC. But the old one could have used better cooperation from the 
DVRPC. One meeting to specifically address their concerns and ours would have 
worked. The region doesn’t need a new RCC of appointed sycophants. This is a 
systems problem with roots in the systemic failures of the process and a failure of nerve 
at the leadership level of this MPO. 
 
When the RCC became action oriented and proactive we were treated like heretics. 
Well, Carmen Medina, the former Director of the Center for the Study of Intelligence at 
the CIA said, “You all have heretics. They are not your problem. They are not your 
enemy. They are trying to help you. They are probably the start of your solution.” 
 
Thank you. 


